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Creating Your Professional Profile 
What is a Professional Profile? 
A professional profile is a brief summary of your skills, strengths, and key experiences. It also should convey what 
you are seeking or what you have to offer the person reading it. The professional profile can be used as your 
elevator speech—the in-person introduction that serves as a starting-point to networking at job fairs or professional 
gatherings. Or, it can be used in a LinkedIn profile or other written materials to garner interest in what you have to 
offer in a professional capacity. Here are some guidelines for creating a compelling professional profile: 
 
Keep it brief and focused  
Of course there are plenty of wonderful things you could say about your background and skills. Employers and 
potential mentors just want to know the most relevant information. Try to stick to 500 characters or less (about 
three tweets), or a short paragraph. 
 
Consider your audience 
Knowing who will be reading your profile will inform the kind of information you include. Feel free to include 
jargon or technical information if the audience knows what you’re talking about, but stick to transferable skills and 



mailto:workshop@hamline.edu�

